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Autobiography
Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word, 4503 Broadway, San Antonio, TX 78209, (210) 828-2224


Please reflect on the following questions and write an autobiography, making sure to address all categories listed below using the questions as a guideline.  Share any experiences that have profoundly affected you. (Typically 3-5 pages in length)
PERSONAL (SELF, FAMILY)
1. Describe your personal characteristics.  What aspects do you like and/or dislike about yourself?
2. Mention some of your Hobbies, Recreation, Leisure activities.
3. What are your strengths and weaknesses, and how do you deal with your weaknesses?

4. What type of unforeseen problems, difficult challenges or stressful situations have you experienced in your life? How did you handle them?

5. What goals do you wish to achieve and what positive aspects and obstacles have you encounter in order to reach these goals?
6. What do you consider to be important moral/social issues of our day?  How have you been involved in these issues?
7. Describe your family and your relationship with each member (include parents siblings, spouse and children). 
8. What have you learned from and/or enjoyed most about your family?

9. What has been the most difficult thing for you in relation to your family?

10. Describe any persons and experiences that helped shape who you are today?
11. Describe your relationship with your friends. How have these relationships impacted you? 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

12. What past experiences, if any, have you had living communally? 
13. What are the positive contributions that you would bring to a community living experience? 
14. What experiences or exposures have you had in other countries or with people of different nationalities or cultures? 

15. What challenges and difficulties do you expect to encounter living in a foreign culture with a different set of values?

16. Describe your preferred working style in a group?



SPIRITUALITY

1. How does your Spirituality/Religious faith manifest itself in your life?

2. How do you see God’s action in your life at this time?

3. What are some of your most important religious beliefs?

4. In what ways have you been involved in church life in the past 3 years? Include ministry experience, leadership positions, memberships in parish, diocesan or religious communities.

5. Describe any significant figures and personal experiences that have influenced your spirituality? 

MISSIONARY LIFESTYLE

1. What/who has been influential in your desire to be a lay missionary?
2. Why do you want to live a mission experience in Christian community? 

3. What interpersonal skills or personal talents would you bring to the IWM program?

4. How does the lay mission experience fit into your career goals and aspirations for the future?

5. Will you be able to be comfortable being perceived as a missionary with the Catholic Church?

6. If not Catholic, how do you feel about the prospect of living, working and praying in a Roman Catholic community?
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